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it emphasizes the application of statistical methods to the small groups of variable
data which are commonly available to the worker in biological fields.
The firstpart of the book describes the theoretical bases of statistical interpre-
tation, the dassic frequency distributions, and the relationships between variables.
In the second part are discussed problems of sampling, estimation of parameters
and their security intervals, comparisons of samples, and the analysis of variance.
The presentations are concise and logical throughout, that of the analysis of
variance being particularly lucid. Mathematical derivations are given in much
greater detail than is common in comparable books in English, so that the reader
who is able to follow them may find the development of the ideas more expl;icit.
here than in the latter works. Several diagrams illustrating the properties of dis-
tributions are helpful in this connection. Although examples of the use of the
theoretical material are included in all sections, the problems are relatively few,
and practical details of calculations are not discussed. To English readers this
work presents little not already available to them, but to biologists educated in
the French tradition, it may be a valuable introduction to the newer applications
of statistical methods to their field. -J. A. RUSSELL
LANGUAGE AND LANGUAGE DISTURBANCES: Aphasic Symptom
Complexes andTheirSignificance forMedicine andTheory ofLanguage.
By Kurt Goldstein. Grune & Stratton, New York, 1948. v + 374 pp.
$8.75.
Language and Language Disturbances joins the rapidly expanding array of
books dealing with the functions of the human brain. Theoretical formulations
based on the author's extensive experience with neurological disturbances of
language functions are presented in this monograph. Certain of these formula-
tions clarify aspects of this problem, others point to the difficulties which arise
in any formulation made within the limits of our present and inadequate
knowledge. For the student of aphasia or the student of brain function this book
is challenging and stimulating.
Early in the book, Dr. Goldstein draws attention to the various factors which
may contribute to the production of a symptom complex. The amount of destruc-
tion of a region of cortex upon which a certain function depends results in a
quantitative "dedifferentiation offunction." Thenature of thelesion will influence
the degree of dedifferentiation since pathological processes vary in their effect
on nervous tissue. Other symptoms are due to more general effects of dysfunction
of theabnormal brain as a whole. Still another groupof symptoms can be ascribed
to the patient's attempt to overcome his deficit-the "organismic" approach.
An orderly analysis of language deficits in terms of these distinctions is at-
tempted in the remainder of the book.
The survey of language disturbances which makes up the central part of the
book is a stimulating presentation. When a more complete knowledge of the
functions of the cerebral cortex becomes available, the full significance will be
more easily comprehended. Such knowledge is in part dependent on the study
of animals where these functions are less elaborate than in the human subject
and where adequate control of the type and extent of lesion producing a specific
symptom complex is possible. It may seem paradoxical that an understanding ofBOOK REVIEWS 361
language function should await studies of animals who cannot speak, but the
lack of basic knowledge and the seemingly insurmountable difficulty of obtaining
it exclusively from patient material is re-emphasized with the publication of each
new manuscript attempting to deal with this subject. -K. H. PRIBRAM
MEDICAL HYPNOSIS. Vol. I. The Principles of Hypotherapy. xi +
449 pp. $5.50. Vol. II. The Practice of Hypnotherapy. x + 513 pp.
$6.50. By LewisR. Wolberg. Grune & Stratton, NewYork, 1948.
This text presents an orientation to modern dynamic psychotherapy as an
integral part of its discussion of hypnosis. It assumes that hypnosis as a medical
tool will be employed only by psychologically trained therapists. Volume I, after
a discussion of the historical and theoretical aspects of the subject, goes on to a
concrete presentation of hypnotic technic. The last and longest section of this
volume is concerned with the application of hypnotherapy to specific psychiatric
conditions. These are considered in the context of other methods of treatment
and management as they apply to the dynamics of the specific psychiatric syn-
dromes. An important chapter is concerned with dangers, limitations, and fail-
ures of hypnosis.
Volume II is divided into three sections. The first is concerned with the use
of hypnosis in direct symptom removal. The second, after a general discussion
of "psychobiologic therapy," gives a detailed presentation of psychobiologic
treatment (desensitization, reconditioning, re-education, persuasion, reassurance,
and guidance). The final section is concerned with hypnosis in psycho-analytic
therapy. The author emphasizes throughout that the inclusion of the hypnotic
state in the psychiatrist's armamentarium is justified only by its employment as
a means of augmenting and reinforcing psychotherapy based on thorough
knowledge of the dynamics of the patient's emotional problem.
Research workers will find the text useful for its comprehensive review of
the literature in the field, and therapists for its detailed accounts of technics and
actual treatment experiences. It is recommended to professional workers in
psychiatry rather than to general readers. -e. B. BRODY
OCCUPATIONAL MARKS AND OTHER PHYSICAL SIGNS. A Guide
to Personal Identification. By Francesco Ronchese. Grune & Stratton,
New York, 1948. vii+ 181 pp. $5.50.
Dear Doctor: Do you take pride in the completeness of your physical exami-
nations? Do you think you comprehend what you see? It was a little shattering
to my vanity to read Dr. Ronchese's descriptions of physical signs that I have
often passed over in ignorance. What doctor has not at some time examined a
housewife? Did she have a callus "on the right palm ... about the region of the
carpo-metacarpal joints of the index and second fingers"? Did it occur to the
doctor that this was one small but objective piece of evidence to confirm her
story of long days of housework contributing to her fatigue and backache? The
chances are 10 to 1 that if there was a callus on her right palm and not her left,
she acquired it from a hand iron while she was ironing clothes. If my patient, a
man of 40, had an ulceration of the tongue would it occur to me that he might.
have been testing electric current with his tongue in his work as an electrician?